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April 12, 1978 

Hr. R. L. Place 
Supervising Auditor-Appraiser 
Solano County Assessor's Office 
Courthouse Annex 
Fairfield, CA 94533 

Dear	 l~. Place: 

Claim for Church E,;:e....""tOtion on CF 

Your J:Jer.:ora..'ldum of Harch 27, 1978, requested an
 
opinion as to whether a 2B foot, fiberglilGS boat, bert±ed at
 
Pierce iZarbor, Benicia is eligible for the church exeepti.on.
 

Cali.forn.ia Constitution, Article XIII, sect~on 3 ef) ,
 
exempts:
 

Buildings, land on which they are situated, I 
and egui~~t used exclusively for raliqiO~ 
worship.	 , 

Revenue and Taxation Code section 206.1 extends the cpverage 
to contiguous church garking areas. There i~ no con5~tutional 

or s~atutory prOVision ~~at provides for ~~e ~~tiOr· of 
boats regardless at tileir uae for religious wor~~~p. 

~o reasonable interpretation of the above s~ction 

can be applied to a boat. The language i3 clear on it.s f.:lce 
and t..l'...e origins of tJle section can be traced to the traditional 
church as it exist.sd at tho t.i.!=.a of ellact::lent. 1'...5 a j?ractical 
matter it ~ouid be impossible for ~~e assesuor to verify ~~t a 
boat is exc1uaive~y used ior religious ~or5hip. 

It is our view that this claim should be denied. 

Very	 truly yours. 

James M. tl11li~ 

'l'llX COunsel 

.ni\i:fl? 
cc:	 :lr. Vance Price 
be:	 HI. Abram F. GoldIr..an
 

Mr. Jack F. Eisenlauer (W. Grommet)
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